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Reminiscences of the late Flood in Delaware 
County, Pennsyloania, By J. J. M. 


(Continued from page 212.) 


Pursuing our course up Chester creek, the 
next scene of danger and destruction occurred 
at Dutton’s mills, Here the bridge across the 
public road was carried away, and Jonathan 
Dutton, one of the proprietors, was in his 
grist-mill, when the water commenced enter- 
ing the lower story. He took the precaution 
of removing such articles as were liable to 
injury into the upper apartments, among them 
his books and papers, and as the water con-| 
tinued to rise, he retreated to the upper story. 
After being a short time here, the fate of the 
building appeared inevitable. He plunged out | 
into the flood, and swam for the shore, which 
he was happily enabled to reach, some dis- 
tance below, just in time to see the wreck of | 
his mill pass down the stream. If he had re- | 





and a more clean wreck, perhaps, was not to 
be found in the county, compared with the 
size of the buildings. The gable ends being 
of wood, with the roof and cupola, floated off 
uninjured, and as they passed down the stream, 
the undulatory motion of the waters caused 
the bell to ring, inducing persons who heard 


‘it, to fear thut some unfortunate being was 


taking this method of calling attention to his 
perilous situation. After passing about a mile, 
it came in contact with a large ash tree, which 
shivered it to fragments. Some distance be- 
low Knowlton works, a very large white oak 
tree, which stood in a meadow, was taken up 
by the roots and carried away. There were 
afterwards found in the hole from which the 
tree was taken, seven power looms, and about 
one thousand yards of manufactured goods. 
It is all in vain to attempt to describe the 
scene of desolation, and destruction which oc- 
curred at many places. I merely give a very 
few of the prominent outlines. 

It was the universal exclamation of every 
person I have heard of, who visited the ruins 


in our county, that the reality far exceeded | 


their most extravagant anticipations, except- 
ing one, who upon seeing Knowlton the next 
day after the flood, remarked, “ that it did not 
look near so bad as he expected.” The fact 
was, there was nothing to see. 

At Rockdale and Pennsgrove, the destruc- 
tion of dams, bridges, and buildings, was fear- 
ful. John Rhoads owned two frame houses at 


they knew not; but an overruling Providence 
had provided for their safety. A large Lom- 
bardy poplar, standing at the upper corner of 
the house, which was in the direction of the 
current, was prostrated, and the top lodged 
against the roof. This collected some drift 
wood and formed a barrier, warding off the 
foree of the water, and the missiles passing 
down the stream. It was saved; and the in- 
mates, after passing the night in fearful sus- 
pense, were rescued. 

About a mile above this place the creek 
branches. ‘The West Branch was very high 
and impetuous, carrying away J. P. Crozer’s 
dam, cotton factory, and the bridge across the 
public road. Some little idea may be formed 
of the force of the water from the fact, that a 
rock, weighing probably fifteen tons, was car- 
ried about thirty yards down the stream, and 
| turned bottom upwards against a smaller one, 
| which arrested its farther progress, An iron 
boiler from the West Branch factory, weigh- 
ing seventeen hundred weight, was carried 
three-fourths of a mile, and buried up by rub- 
bish, so that it was not discovered for several 
days. J. P. Crozer lost forty thousand yards 
of manufactured goods, which he never reco- 
vered. His whole loss is estimated at fifty 
thousand dollars. 

We will now proceed to Ridley Creek, the 
next one to the north-east, a smaller stream 
than Chester. ; 

The workmen had retired from their work 





mained a few minutes longer, in all human| Rockdale, one of which he occupied, a short 
probability he would have perished. ‘The distance below Richard S. Smith’s dam. His 
saw-mill, and barn, with its contents, were also | family consisted of himself, two daughters, 
swept off; and the dwelling-house, occupied | who were young women, and a grand-child. 





at four o’clock, being the close of their labour 
for the week at Crook’s upper factory on Rid- 
ley creek. William Toombs and James Rid- 
ley occupied a double frame house about 80 


by himself and brother, with their families,| A woman from Manayunk, of the name of | yards higher up the creek than the factory, 


was under water to the second story. 

Nothing, comparatively, was left, but the | 
isolated house; all beside was a heap of) 
stones, rubbish and mud. As an instance of | 
the great amount of the latter, twenty-five cart 
loads were taken out of the house and cellar. 
In some instances, it remained on the floors of | 
dwellings, after the waters subsided, as high | 
as the bottom of a chair. 

The next scene of desolation was at Knowl- | 
ton works, belonging to J. P. Crozer. At 
these mills, the water was probably higher 
than at any other place on the creek, elevated 
banks on each side confining it into a compa- | 
ratively narrow space. A stone bridge crossed | 
the public road, immediately above the facto- | 
ry, the arches of which soon became obstruct- 
ed by timber passing down, and formed a| 
dam, which caused the water to rise, until a/| 
bale of cotton floated into the garret window | 
of the factory, thirty-two feet above the ordi-| 





nary level of the creek! The building, com- 


| Magugin, with her infant, who was on her way | 
to visit her sister near by, had called in out of | 


the storm. ‘The old man and his family had 
been urged to leave the house, on the appre- 
hension of danger, but he could not be indu- 
ced to do so, being desirous of securing a 
cow-shed with a rope. ‘The occupants of the 
adjoining house, with more caution, had re- 
tired to a place of safety. ‘The torrent came, 
the houses were shattered into fragments, the 
inmates were hurled into the stream, and all 
were drowned! One of the bodies of this un- 
fortunate family was carried out of the creek 
and down the river, a distance of ten or twelve 
miles ; and the remains of one of the women, 
and the two children have never yet been 
found, although a period of four months has 
elapsed. About fifteen persons took shelter in 
Riddle’s house, which was of stone, and imme- 
diately opposite Rhoads’s. They had to re- 
treat into the second story, the water followed 
them;—their last refuge was the garret. 


posed of stone to the square, had finally to| Here, with agonizing feelings, they awaited 


yield to the irresistible force of the waters, | their fate—whether it would be life or death, 


‘and were in the house with their families. 


The stream rose so high as to float it off; in 
its downward progress it encountered the in- 
shore end of another house more firmly situ- 
ated, which gave it a direction that caused it 
to lodge against the wheel-house of the fac- 
tory, and opposite a window in the picking- 
house. Rigley got out of the upper window 
of his house, which was partly under water, 
and from thence into the second story of the 
building. He returned and rescued his wife 
and child, placing them in safety in the upper 
room of the picking-house, a substantial stone 
building attached to the factory. Toombs, 
who was sick, with his wife and two children, 
were still in the garret-room of their apart- 
ment, shut out from the light, the roof being 
partly under water. Rigley, impelled by the 
desire of rescuing his fellow-sufferers from 
their hazardous situation, and encouraged by 
his fellow-workmen, made a desperate effort 
for their rescue. He returned to the sub- 
merged building, broke a hole through the 
roof, drew out ‘Toombs, his wife and two chil- 
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house. “ In half a minute,” as he expressed agreeably to the saying of the apostle, no man 
himself, afier he returned the last time into is to judge us in respect of an holy day, or of 
the building, their late dwelling gave a whirl|the sabbath days, which are a shadow of | 
over the wheel-house, passed round the cor-| things to come; yet we have ever been con- | 
ner of the factory, and was dashed to atoms |cerne’! to enjoin upon all our members, the | 
in the ruthless torrent. Rigley stated that a|due observance of that day, asa season of eat 
period of but six minutes had elapsed from |from all unnecessary labour, and of religious 
the time the house lodged against the wheel-| retirement and meditation. 

house of the factory, until it again passed| We wish renewedly to impress upon pa- 
down the stream; and this statement was rents, the importance of having their families 
confirmed by the foreman, a respectable and | collected during that part of First-day which 
intelligent man, who was an eye-witness of is not appropriated to public worship, that 
the scene. Who can doubt but that the Su- they may be kept from unprofitable company, 
preme Ruler of the Universe, without whose from idly rambling abroad, or needless visit- 


notice not a sparrow falls to the ground, di- 
rected the movements of this building, and 
enabled this humble individual to be instru- 
mental in saving the Jivés of his own family, 
and those of his neighbour, when all human 
help appeared of so little avail? Another 


(To be concluded.) 
THE ANCIENT TESTIMONY 
Of the Religious Society of Friends, &c. 
(Concluded from page 211.) 
PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 


We affectionately entreat those who are 
placed in the responsible stations of parents 
and caretakers of children, to endeavour to 
train them up, by precept and example, in a 
holy life and conversation, and in simplicity 
and plainness of attire and language ; remem- 
bering that they are precious lambs entrusted 
to their care, by the great Shepherd of the 
sheep, to whom they must give an account 
for their souls, in the day when he shall make 
inq¥isition into their stewardship. Much de- 
pends upon the example set before them; the 
minds of children being very quick in dis- 
cerning what objects have the first place in 
the affections of those who are over them. 

If they see that the parents’ hearts are set 
upon the things of this life—that they are fond 
of making a show and appearance among 
men—ruuning greedily after gain, though 
perhaps derived from small earnings or penu- 
rious savings—or that they are adorning their 
houses and children with finery and costly 
things; their infant minds will soon imbibe 
similar views and feelings, and be estranged 
from the simplicity of the cross of Christ, and 
the love of their Redeemer. 

In the ordering of Divine Providence, great 
influence is attached to the parental relation ; 
and where its duties are faithfully performed, 
in the fear and counsel of the Lord, restrain- 
ing in the holy authority which he gives, as 
well as admonishing and persuading them in 
his love—we believe the declaration will be 
verified, “ train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” 

Although we have always believed, that the 
first day of the week is not the Christian sab- 
bath, (that being a state of spiritual rest to the 
soul,) and that there is no inherent holiness in 
it above any other day, it being our duty to 


a 


house was curried away at this place, but z becomes a people professing godliness. 
occupants had left it in time. We feel a fear, lest there are some parents 


ing; and pass the time in suitable religious 
reading, or other serious employment; that 
thus they may not only reap the benefit of 
setting apart one day in the week, more par- 
ticularly for religious purposes, but that our 
example as a religious Society may be such 


who are so bound to their worldly interest, as 
to have little concern for their offspring, = 
glecting both their literary and religious eda- 
cation; and others, who are in a state of| 
lukewarmness respecting the everlasting well- | 
being of their interesting charge ; and from | 
an unwillingness to cross their inclinations 
and exercise a salutary restraint, are suffer- 
ing them to indulge in many hurtful things, 
and to wander from the path of self-denial. 

Great must bé the condemnation of such 
parents, in a day to come, if they persist in 
such courses. Instead of “their children 
rising up and calling them blessed,” it may be 
sorrowfully the case, that the sins of the chil- 
dren will be in some measure chargeable upon 
the neglect of the parents, and not only be 
visited upon them by bitterness and anguish in 
this lifé, but add to their guilt*in that which 
will never have an end. 

O then, look fo yourselves, we beseech you, 
and discharge your trust for God, and for the 
good of their souls,—exhorting in meekness, 
and commanding in wisdom ; that so you may 
minister and reach to the Witness, and help 
them over their temptations in the authority 
of the Lord’s power; and when they feel 
themselves helped and delivered, their souls 
will bless God on your behalf, and you will 
reap the comfort of your labour. 

We feel a fervent exercise on behalf of the | 
visited children of our Heavenly Father, in| 
whose view the glory of this world has been | 
stained, and their spiritual eyes anointed to see | 
the transcendent beauty and excellency of the | 
pure unchangeable truth. We apprehend | 
these are often discouraged, in beholding the 
declension from ancient zeal and uprightness ; 
and that unless they are watchful, and singly 
attentive to their heavenly Counsellor, they 
may be induced to settle down at ease, short 
of the attainment of that entire redemption 
and sanctification, which is held up as the 
mark for the Christian to aim at. Lean not, 
we beseech you, upon the arm of flesh, in 
yourselves, or even in the most favoured of 
the Lord’s instruments, but let your depen- 
dence be upon God alone. In this day of 





unsettlement and shaking, there are many 





dren, and placed them in safety in the picking. | keep every day holy unto the Lord,—and that voices to be heard which are not in unison 


with the voice of Christ Jesus, our Holy 
Shepherd; and your safety will very much 
depend upon maintaining, through Divine 
assistance, a state of inward retirement and 
stillness of mind ; that so you may be favour- 
ed to distinguish bis voice from that of the 
stranger ; and reverently to wait on Him for 
the unfoldings of his blessed will concerning 
you. 

In this state of patient waiting for Christ, 
and child-like obedience to His requirings, 
you will be safely led forward in your Chris- 
tian course, step by step, as He sees you are 
able to bear it; your experience and know- 
ledge in Divine things will be gradually en- 
larged by Him; you will be preserved from 
falling into errors in faith or practice; an 
from running before your guide, and engaging 
in things, which, however laudable in them- 
selves, are not the work in which He designs 
you should be employed. 

As you thus rely in simple faith upon Him 
and His teaching, following whithersoever He 
leads,—but not daring to move without his 
putting forth, He will not fail, in His own 
time and way, clearly to open before you the 
path of allotted service, and to give you wis- 
dom and strength faithfully to walk therein. 
He will baptize you again and again, with the 
baptism of His own Spirit, in order that the 
vessel may be sanctified and kept clean, for 
the reception and occupancy of the gifts which 
He may see meet to bestow upon you, for the 
edification of His church; and as you dili- 
gently employ these in His fear, and to His 
glory, depending upon the strength which 
comes from Him, you will, through His mer- 
cy, be numbered among those, who, * having 
served their generation by the will of God,” 
shall receive ** the end of their faith, even the 
salvation of their souls,” and hear the con- 
soling language, “ Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant,—enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” 

In presenting these important subjects at 
this time to the serious and weighty attention 
of our beloved Friends, we would affection- 
ately and earnestly exhort all to let them have 
due place in their minds, and to be steadfast 
and unmovable in the faithful maintenance of 
all our doctrines and testimonies, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, and scru- 
pulously guarding against every thing which 
would tend to weaken their attachment to our 
holy profession. 

In connection with this subject, we believe 
it right to spread a caution against the indis- 
criminate reading of books, which purport to 
be of a religious character. Many of these 
contain much that is inconsistent with our 
Christian principles and testimonies,—and 
though interspersed with other matter, which 
is sound and instructive, yet this is rather 
calculated to render such works more injuri- 
ous, serving as a cover for erroneous opinions, 
and thus more easily insinuating them into the 
mind. That the course of reading pursued 
by individuals, has a direct and powerful ten- 
dency to mould their religious sentiments and 
practices, is a truth abundantly confirmed by 
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observation. It has also been found, in the 
experience of many, that the frequent and 
familiar perusal of treatises and forms of ex- 
pression in reference to religious topics, which 
are not in accordance with our views of the 
spirituality and purity of the gospel—and of 
modes of defining and explaining doctrines, 
which differ from the simple and Scriptural 
methods used by the Society ; although they 
may at first strike us unpleasantly, and as being 
objectionable, yet by frequent repetition and 
dwelling upon them, this feeling is lost; the 
mind is gradually led to look upon them as 
matters of indifference, or of very little mo- 
ment, and thus, by degrees, imperceptible 
perhaps to its clouded vision, the way is pre- 
pared for its departure from a full belief 
and acknowledgment of the Truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

We believe, that in this way, many sincere 
and seeking minds, who have been sensible of 
the day of the Lord’s merciful visitation, and 
measurably yielded thereto, have lost their 
strength, become involved in doubt and per- 
plexity,—and for want of keeping singly to 
the unfoldings of the light of Christ, “ blind- 
ness in part hath happened unto them ;” so 
that after having begun in the Spirit, and run 
well for a time, they have turned, as it were, 
to the beggarly elements, and sought to be 
made perfect by the works of the flesh. 
Thus, the unsanctified activity of the natural 
mind getting up, they have grown weary of 
the path of self-denial and the daily cross, and 
of “the patient waiting for Christ,”—have 
marred the work of regeneration in their own 
hearts, and eventually thrown off their reli- 
gious profession. 

Next to the Holy Scriptures, we would re- 
commend all to read frequently in the writings 
of our worthy predecessors. In them may be 
found clear and enlarged views of Unristian 
doctrine and practice, given forth by men 
who were subject to the Divine government in 
themselves; and having tasted of the good 
word of life, and the powers of the world to 
come, could testify from living experience, to 
the blessed efficacy and truth of the principles 
they professed. ‘They furnish us also with 
lively and instructive examples of love to God 
and faith in Christ; of zeal and devotedness 
to his cause—of patient, unwearied labours, | 
and the meek endurance of privations, re- 
proach, derision, and cruel persecution, even 
unto death, for the spread of the kingdom of 
their dear Redeemer, and the testimony of a 
good conscience; and as a convincing evi- 
dence of the reality of their religion, a fulness 
of peace and joy, and a well-grounded hope of 
immortality and eternal life, when brought 
upon the bed of sickness and of death. Let 

us then be conversant with the writings of 
these devoted servants of Christ, and en- 
deavour, through Divine assistance, to fol- 
low in their footsteps, and maintain the 
same faith; that so, in the end, we may 
reap the same blessed and everlastingly glo- 
rious reward, : ; : 
May all carefully avoid a disputatious spi- 


rit, that would be caviling about niceties of| the guilty their accumulated wrongs against 


doctrine, and questions which gender strife 
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what is written in the Holy Scriptures,—and 
to reason and argue about those things, which 
Divine Providence has not seen meet to reveal 
to us. And let all beware of resting in a bare 
acknowledgment, even of the most sound and 
consistent principles ; ever remembering, that 
a profession of the Truth will add to our con- 
demnation, if we are not endeavouring to live 
in conformity with it. It is only as we bow 
to the visitations of Divine love, in merey 
extended to our souls, and submit to the 
heart-changing and sanctifying power of the 
Holy Spirit, that we can show forth in our 
life and conversation, the blessed effects of 
the doctrines we profess, even the fruits of 
the Spirit; which are declared to be “ love, 


Joy, peace, lgn centering gentleness, good- 
e 


ness, faith, meekness and temperance.” With. 
out these, the most correct belief will be “ but 
as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.” 
Our blessed Lord has solemnly declared, 
* Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven.” And as we make a high pro- 
fession of the inward work of the Spirit of 
Truth, in redeeming the soul from every sin- 
ful lust and inordinate affection ; separating it 
from an undue attachment to the things of 
time and sense, and fixing its hopes on those 
enduring treasures which are laid up in hea- 
ven for the righteous,—so if we fail to show 
forth these, its certain and happy effects, in 
our daily walk among men,—we shall not 
only baulk our holy profession, but bring upon 
ourselves greater condemnation, than those 
whose eyes have not been anointed to see so 
fully into the nature of the religion of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May we 
then, dear Friends, under a solemn sense of 
fawelecbe meres Wk Fears Praessed fol- 
over ourselves, and a holy fear lest we fall 
short of the mark for the prize of our high 
calling, which is no less than Christian per- 
fection; that, daily seeking to the Lord for 
strength and wisdom, we may be enabled to 
overcome the wicked one,—and doing the 
will of God from the heart, we may, through 
His adorable mercy, experience preservation 
from the evils which abound in the world, and 
be prepared to stand with acceptance before 
the Son of Man. 

Signed by direction, and on behalf of the 
Yearly Meeting aforesaid. 


Wirtram Evans, 
Clerk this year. 


SILENCE. 


















ture to its very centre. And hence it is that 
scarcely any species of correction or instruc- 
tion is so totally repugnant to the carnal mind, 
as that which is accompanied with the down- 
breaking, flesh-crucifying power of silence: 
the felt consciousness of which repugnance 
occasions it to be but seldom resorted to in 
appealing to the hearts and consciences of 
those with whom we have to do, in the cha- 
racter of monitors or reprovers; and, there- 
fore, it often happens, that the offended and 
the offender, the teacher and the learner, are 
are beclouded and bewildered in a multiplicity 
of words, wherein little is effected beyond the 
nourishing of self-complacency in those who 
speak, and a spirit of disputation in those who 
hear. 

“Tt is greatly ta be desired that more atten- 
tion were paid, on the part of religious in- 
structors, to the value and importance of a 
prepared state of mind, before they proceed to 
the performance of their allotted duties. ‘ The 
preparation of the heart in man, and the an- 
swer of the tongue, is from the Lord.’ Would 
you then be really influential as ‘ good stew- 
ards of the manifold grace of God,’ seek in the 
first place by earnest prayer, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverence, to obtain 
from your Heavenly Father the gift of his 
Holy Spirit, to clothe your own souls with, 
that pure stillness in which (as in the ‘ glassy 
sea,’ spoken of by the beloved apostle,) the 
reflection of Truth can alone be received. 
And until an experimental acquaintance with 
Divine truth is in some measure wrought in 
ourselves, be assured we are in no condition to 
produce any deep and lasting effect upon oth- 
ers: for things will only uct, and cause to act, 
according to their nature: and tue which is 
merely the result of study, and which Oxo. 
but in the mode.of this or the other notion or 
produce its Swi MEA HY, GARS more jhas 
ions in those we desire to influence, if it does 
not generate the alternative of wrangling and 
jangling to prove how far it may be right or 
wrong. ‘ 

“ If nothing can be acquired to any efficient 
purpose in human know ledge, except the mind 
be concentrated on the object before it, so 
neither can any valuable acquaintance with 
Divine truths be wrought out, but by the sub- 
jugation of every busy, wandering imagination, 
and the ‘ bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.’ All this is the 
work of waiting upon, and watching for, and 
diligently obeying the smallest movements of 
the holy Spirit of Truth, who is promised and 


whom we are to hearken as the scholar lis- 


bestowed as our ‘ guide into all truth,’ and to , 


; ; ; ei 
tens to the directions of his master. 





“ There is a serene dignity in the repri- 
mand of silence, which brings over an offend- —_ ; i 
ing spirit something of the holiness and ma-| fe that loves God, thinks himself blest in 
jesty of God, who works all his glorious} he opportunity of doing work, as well as in 
wonders, in nature and in re the | receiving wages.—Art of Contentment. 
impressive solemnity of silence. In silence ; ; ch Mischief lays 
in ccoaes the soul ia silence He penetrates ieee is the nest in which y 
ggs- 


ience; in silence He spreads before 
the guilty 1 Many of the empty pots in an apothecary’s 


Him; and, with ‘neither speech nor lan-|shop are as gaudily decorated, and neatly 


and contention,—seeking to be wise above| guage,’ shakes the earth of man’s fallen na-| marked, as those that are full.— Dillwyn. 
? 
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For * The Friend.” 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

If we look at the manner in which George | 
Fox was convinced of those spiritual views | 
of the gospel dispensation, and those Christian 
testimonies which distinguish the faithful 
members of the Society of Friends, we can 
hardly fail to be convinced that it was through 
the immediate operation of the Spirit of| 
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rather than by what Christ has done for as with- 
out us, and would do for us within us. The 
recent movements in the Episeopal society, 
and the renewed zeal and exertions of the 
Papists are evidences of this fact. 

‘The situation of the professors of the 
Christian name appears to me to present a 
loud call to the members of our Soeiety, to 
maintain im their purity, both in life and con- 
versation, the precious doctrines we hold. 


Christ upon bis mind. It is to be remembered; Such a course, I believe, was never more 


that he was educated among the Episcopa- 
lians, with no inconsiderable degree of strict- 
ness, and consequently was liable to the same 
early prejudices which darkened the minds of 
other professors. Though a diligent reader 
of the Holy Scriptures, he was probably 
not more so than many wha did not per- 
ceive in them those clear testimonies to the 
truth of our doctrines and principles with 
which they abound. His natural talents were 
strong, but not more so probably than many 
of his cotemporaries, and his literary educa- 
tion was very limited indeed, while many 
around him possessed all the advantages which 
the most profound instructors of the times 
could impart. It was not therefore the effect 
of education, either religious or literary ; for 
this operated against the Truth, nor was it the 
perusal of the Holy Scriptures, for others had 
the same advantage, but did not come to the 
knowledge of the gospel dispensation as be 
did; but it is evident that it was, as he him- 
self declares, the unfolding and operations of 
the blessed Spirit of Truth, promised to guide 
the believers into all Truth, Speaking of his 
openings into the mysteries of the Christian 
religion, he says, ‘ These things I did not see 
by the help ef man, nor by the letter, though 
they-«re written in the letter; but I saw them 
in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
hii, imene die er ody 'sy whom the Holy Scrip- 
tures were written. Yet I had no slight es- 
teem of the Holy Scriptures; they were very 
precious to me, for I was in that Spirit by) 
which they were given forth, and what the | 
Lord opened in me, 1 afterwards found was) 
agreeable to them.” 

Marvellous indeed was the wisdom and| 
mercy of the Lord, in raising up and qualify- 
ing this eminent servant to revive and pro- 
mulgate the ancient doctrines and principles 
of the gospel in their purity and spirituality ; 
and we cannot doubt but a great responsibility 
rests upon us, who have received these pre- 
cious truths as an inheritance, to maintain 
them inviolate, and endeavour, by the integ- 
rity and uprightness of our example, to recom- 
mend them to others, who have not had the 
privilege of an education within our Society. 

In taking a view of professing christendom 
at the present day, we shall scarcely fuil to 
be struck with the fact, that there is a strong 
retrograde tendency towards a dependence 
upon those forms and ceremonies which the 
will of man had introduced in the dark days 
of apostacy from the life and power of true 
religion. There seems a disposition to substi- 
tute them for the heart-changing power of the 
Spirit of Truth, and to make salvation a work 
carried on by what man can do for man, 


| 
| 


important or necessary. It has sometimes 
been suggested, that the state of things is so 
mueh changed that it is not necessary now to 
promulgate and uphold the principles of Trath 
as our primitive Friends did ; but I apprehend 
this is a great error. Those principles have 
lost none of their value, nor is there wanting 
a large body of our fellow-men, to whom the 
knowledge of them would be exceedingly im- 
portant. It cannot be doubted, that there are 
many seeking minds, panting after a know- 
ledge of the Truth, as it is in Jesus, and 
wearied with the unsatisfying round of cere- 
monial performances in which they have been 
brought up, not finding in them that peace and 
comfort which they desire, who would rejoice 
in the more fall development of the way and 
work of the Lord in the redemption of man, 
which our doctrines disclose. If we feel the 


value and efficacy of the profession we make, | 


and are happy partakers of that redemption 
from sin, which Christ gives to those who 
obey his Spirit, we cannot but prize highly 
our holy religion; and if we love our fellow- 
men, and desire their welfare, we cannot fail 
to wish that they too may be brought to the 
same blessed profession and experience. 

It seems to me then that so far from the 
present being a time in which we may sit down 
Ln supheipiesy there’ has scarcely been a. pe- 
riod, since we were raised up to be a people, 
in which there has been a greater necessity, 





or a louder call for strenuous and persevering 
(efforts in this good cause. 


One means for 
effecting this, is the dissemination of the ap- 
proved writings of the members of our Soci- 
ety, and I have learned with satisfaction, 
| that measures are about to be taken by the 
| Meeting for Sufferings for carrying on this 
| work more extensively and systematically 
| than heretofore. 

_ But useful as the spreading of books is, and 
proper to be diligently attended to, it is not 
|what I wish now more particularly to press 
| upon the attgption of our fellow-members. | 
| would affectionately invite them to consider 
| deeply and seriously the importance of our 


| . . . . . 
| individual example, in recommending our pro- | 


fession to. others. There is nothing speaks 
louder than the language of conduct. If our 
sober neighbours observe, that instead of try- 
Ing to excel in accumulating wealth, or in 
large and showy houses, or expensive and ele- 
gant living, our minds are set upon the acqui- 
| sition of heavenly treasure, that we are daily 
| living in the Divine fear, and striving, above 


| testimony will be raised in their hearts, surely 

this people have in possession what they pro- 
| fess, and are in deed and in truth children of 
God, and servants of Christ. The testimony 
of our daily walk in the world wilt be loud 
preaching, and cannot fail to have a reaching 
leffeet on beholders, leading them to seek after 
an acquaintance with that which produces 
such excellent fruits. 

Thou who love the Society and its princi- 
ples, will rejoice in beholding the spread of 
the Truth, and although I do not apprehend 
that we are to expect at this time very large 
additions to the Society by convincement, yet, 
if we were what we ought to be, practical 
Quakers, as well as professors, I believe we 
should soon see a change in this respect, and 
many would come and range themselves under 
the Lamb’s banner, glad in heart to be brought 
to the substance of what they had long been 
panting after. q 





For “‘ The Friend.” 


The following remarks of Chief Justice 
Ewing, during a period of great unsettlement 
in our Society, well deserve to claim a place 
in our remembrance. 

“One of the beautiful and distinguishing 
characteristics of the religious Society of 
Friends consists in their mode of transacting 
business, and arriving at conelusions—in 
|which, rejecting totally the principle that a 
majority is to rule, they decide, or govern, 
and arrive at an unity of resolution and action 
_in a mode peculiar to themselves, and entirely 
different from that common to all civil or 
political, and to most ecclesiastical bodies. 

“ They look and wait for a union of mind : 
and the result is prodaced not by a vote or 
count of numbers, but by a yielding up of 
opinions—a deference for the judgment of 
each other. Where a division of sentiment oc- 
curs, the matter is postponed for further con- 
sideration, or withdrawn entirely. 

“The very proposal of the Separatists to 
|take a vote, was an overture to depart, and 
the consummation of it would have been a 
| departure from an ancient and unvarying prac- 
tice, which had not only grown up to an 
overshadowing tree, but had its root in reli- 
gious faith, and was nourished and sustained 
by religious feeling.” 





_ He mourns the dead, who lives as they de- 
| sire.— Young. 

Wills.—There are two things in which 
men in other things wise enough, do usually 
miscarry ; in putting off the making of their 


wills, and their repentance, till it be too late. 
—Tillotson’s Sermons. 





Parlour feasts extinguish kitchen fires,— 
Dillwyn. 


Contempt is one of Enmity’s domestics, of 
which Pride is major-domo, and Envy is next 
door neighbour. Brotherly kindness and 


\all things, to do the will of God; that we are | Charity live on the other side of the way.— 


a plain, simple, self-denying, and heavenly. 
minded people, concerned to do justly, to love 


Merit.—True merit, like a river, the deep- 


j mercy, and to walk humbly with our God, the | er it is, the less noise it makes. 
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at Rome; and as often on returning to France, | Scriptures, we may readily perceive why the 
avowed and spread them with renewed zeal,| mercenary shepherds would prevent their 
until disgusted with a controversy in which |flocks from reading them. ‘Their craft is 
the first principles of reason were so impu-|endangered by them. ‘They love darkness in 
dently insulted, and exhaused by an opposition | those who put into their mouths, rather than 
which he was unable to overcome, he aban-/the light which the Son who makes free 
doned all his worldly concerns, and retiring | would shed upon them. 
into solitude, passed the remainder of hisdays| ‘Thomas Bilney, one of the English reform- 
in fasting, prayer, and the exercise of piety.|ers and martyrs, was born near the beginning 
In the year 1088, death put a period to the|of the sixteenth century, and educated at 
afflictions which he suffered in retirement,|Cambridge. At an early age, he became 
occasioned by bitter reflection upon his repeat- | bachelor of both laws, but soon after, in read- 
ed dissimulation at Rome ; leaving behind him | ing the New Testament, in the translation of 
in the minds of the people a deep impression | Erasmus, he was delivered from the errors of 
of his extraordinary sanctity. —Jones. popery, and the bondage of sin. In a letter 
Dissimulation is at all times unworthy of the |to Cuthbert Tonsall, bishop of London, he 
Christian. .To his Divine Master he should | gives the following lively picture of bis con- 
faithfully stand or fall; but though for his) version and inward call to the Gospel minis- 
fidelity he may by men be esteemed as fallen, |try. Referring to 1 Tim. i. 15, “* This is a 
yet God is able to hold him up; and in this/ faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
case, he can say, “ Rejoice not against me, O | that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
my enemy ; for though I fall, yet shall I rise | sinners; of whom Lam chief,” he says, “ This 
again.” It isa mercy that we do not live in| one sentence, through God’s instruction and 
an age where beatings, cropping of ears, hang- | inward working, did so exhilarate my heart, 
ing, or burning, can be resorted to, in order| which before was wounded with the guilt of 
to compel the servant of Christ to renounce | my sins, and almost in despair, that immedi- 
his faith and testimony for his Lord ; but there | ately I found wonderful comfort and quietness 
are other means which may produce the same |in my soul; so that my bruised bones leaped 
lamentable dissimulation. Popular opinion,|for joy. Afier this the Scriptures became 
gilts and rewards, and the fear of men, may |sweeter to me than honey, or the honey- 
prevail over the constancy of the weak and|comb. For by them I learned that all my 
timid, and the earthly minded, and induce | travels, fastings, watchings, redemption of 
them to advocate or countenance opinions and masses, and pardons, without faith in Christ, 
measures, which, in their heart, they believe | were but, as Augustine calls them, “ a hasty 
to be wrong. Conviction may be smothered | running out of the right way,” and as the fig- 
for a time, but when death, the tryer of men’s | leaves that could not cover Adam’s nakedness. 
souls, and of their religions too, approaches, | And as Adam could find no rest in his guilty 
remorse for dissimulation, practised when the | soul, till he believed in the promise of God, 
cause that is to be dignified with immortality, |that Christ, the seed of the woman, should 
and crowned with eternal life was at stake,|tread upon the serpent’s head, so neither 
must bring such under bitter reflections. could I find deliverance from the sharp stings 
iui and bitings of my sins, till I was taught of 
are God the lesson, which Christ spake of in the 
third chapter of John: * As Moses lifted up 
: . . the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
snneng es Saving he Bertyearen the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever 
The following short sketch of the life and | believeth on him should not perish, but have 
character of one who died for his testimony | everlasting life.’ As soon as, by the grace 
to spiritual religion, gives us a view of the|of God, 1 began to taste the sweets of this 
blessing which the Holy Scriptures are often | heavenly lesson, which no man can teach but 
especially made to the seeking soul, by the God alone, who revealed it to Peter, 1 begged 
Light of Christ illuminating and quickening | of the Lord to increase my faith. And at 
the heart to understand, and receive the truths | last, I desired nothing more than that I being 
they contain. He was enveloped with the | so comforted by him, might be strengthened 
darkness of popery, but in reading the New| by his Holy Spirit and Grace, that 1 might 
rents, were threatened with all sorts of evils, | Testament was convinced of his sinful condi-| teach sinners his ways, which are mercy and 
both spiritual and temporal—evils which were | tion, the power of the Lord Jesus, and the | truth, and that the wicked might be converted 
in part executed against the heretical prelate;|mercy of our Heavenly Father extended | unto him by me, who also was once myself a 
for the monarch deprived him of all his reve-| through Him to save every soul out of sin. | sinner indeed.” 
nues. But threatenings, nor forces, nor the | What a change must have taken place in his| In another letter, speaking of the scholastic 
decrees of synods, could shake the firmness| views when enlightened to see that all his | divines, and popish priests, he remarks, * This 
of his mind, or oblige him to retract his sen-| watchings and fastings, performed in his own | is the root of all mischief in the church, that 
timents. In the mean while, the opinions of} will and time, his imaginary redemption by|they are not sent inwardly of God. For 
Berenger were every where spreading rapidly, | masses, and pardons pretended to be granted | without the inward calling of God, it helpeth 
insomuch, that if we may credit contemporary | by corrupt and ignorant men amounted to| nothing to be a hundred times consecrated, 
writers, “ his doctrines had corrupted all the | nothing—that without living faith in the Lord | by a thousand bulls of pope, king, or emperor. 
English, Italian, and French nations.” Thu-| Jesus produced by the operation of his Spirit, | God beholdeth the heart, and his judgment is 
anus adds, that “ in Germany were many of|he could not take one step in the way of sal-| according to truth, however we deceive the 
the same doctrine, and that Bruno, bishop of | vation—that He, by his grace, can alone com- | judgment of man for a time; though they 
Treves, ‘banished them all out of his diocese,| mence and complete the great work in the | also shall see the abomination. This, I say, 
sparing only their blood.” ‘Three times Be-| heart. When such are the convictions of|is the original of all mischief in the church, 
renger was compelled to abjure his sentiments} grace, through the instrumentality of the|that we thrust in ourselves into the charge of 





For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
DANGER OF DISSIMULATION. 








Berengarius or Berenger, a celebrated 
reformer of the eleventh century, was a man 
of most acute genius, extensive learning, and 
exemplary sanctity of life and manners. He 
denied the doctrine of the real presence, as it 
was then commonly termed; and by writing 
against it, called forth all the learned of the 
church of Rome to defend the doctrine of 
transubstantiation. Berenger was a native of 
France, educated under Fullert, bishop of 
Chartres, a very learned man; and taking 
orders in the church, became deacon of St. 
Maurice, and ultimately archbishop of An- 
. giers, in the province of Anjou. He was also 
principal of the academy of Tours. The pre- 
valent sentiment of his day, relative to the 
eucharist, was, that the bread was the identi- 
cal body, and the wine the very blood of 
Christ—not only figuratively, but substantially 
and properly. Berenger, on the. contrary, 
insisted that the body of Christ is only in the 
heavens; and that the elements of bread and 
wine are merely the symbols of his body and 
blood, Several of the bishops wrote against 
him, most bitterly complaining of his heresy ; 
but not feeling the force of their arguments, 
Berenger remained unmoved, and defended 
his opinions with the utmost pertinacity. 

He wrote a letter on this subject to Lan- 
frank, who was at that time at the head of 
the convent at St. Stephens, at Caen, in Nor- 
mandy, and called from thence by William 
the Conqueror, to be archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry ; which being opened, while the latter was 
from home, was officiously transmitted by the 
convent to Pope Leo. The pontiff shocked 
at its heretical contents, summoned a council 
at Fercelli, at which Berenger was command- 
ed to be present. His friends, however, ad- 
vised him against going ; and he consequently 
sent two persons to attend the council, and 
answer in his behalf. Lanfrank also was pre- 
sent, and pleaded for Berenger ; but the latter 
was condemned, the two persons who appeared 
for him imprisoned, and Lanfrank commanded 
by the pope to draw up a refutation of the 
heresy of Berenger, on pain of being himself 
reputed a heretic ; with which injunction he 
thought it prudent to comply. The example 
was followed also by the council of Paris, 
summoned the very same year by Henry I., 
in which Berenger, and his numerous adhe- 
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souls, whose salvation, and the glory of God, 
which is to enter in by the door, (that is 














heavenly smile, thanked him kindly for all his perience, my very dear friend, long before this 
attentions, and bending towards him, whisper- | time ; and that patient fortitude hath conspicu- 
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Chiist,) we do not thirst nor seek for, but alto-\ed in a low voice his farewell words, of which | ously shown forth to thy sympathizing rela- 


gether our own lucre and profit.” 


The ministry of Bilney was crowned with |of love to his friend, or faithfulness to his 


success. Many gownsmen of the ree) 
among whom was the celebrated Latimer, 
were led by his instrumentality to the Saviour. 
He extended his labours into the country with 
great effect ; until Cardinal Wolsey, alarmed 
by his success, arrested him November 25th 
1527, and brought him to trial for preaching 
the doctrines of Luther. After four appear- 
ances before his judges, his firmness was over- 
come, rather by the persuasion of his friends 
than from conviction, and he signed a recanta- 
tion, December 7, 1529. After this he return- 
ed to Cambridge ; but the consideration of 
what he had done embittered his peace, and 
brought him to the brink of despair. Latimer, 
who was intimate with him, tells us, that 
“ Bilney’s agony was such, that nothing did 
him good, neither eating nor drinking, nor 
any other communication of God’s word ; for 
he thought that all the whole Scriptures were 
against him, and sounded to his condemation.” 


Being restored, however, by the Grace of | standing in the church; thinking he would do 


God, and conferences with good men, to peace 
of conscience, he resolved to give up his life 
in defence of the truth he had sinfully abjured. 
Accordingly, in 1531, he went into Norfolk, 
and there preached the gospel, at first private- 
ly, and in houses, afterwards openly in the 
fields ; bewailing his former recantation, and 
begging all men to take warning by him, and 
never to trust the counsels of friends, so called, 
when their purpose is to draw them from the 
true religion. Being thrown into prison, Drs. 
Call and Stokes were sent to persuade him 
again to recant; but the former, by Bilney’s 
doctrine and conduct, was greatly drawn over 
to the side of the gospel, Finding him inflexi- 
ble, his judges condemned him to be burned. 

‘To some of his friends who visited him in 
prison the night before he suffered, and who 
expressed surprise at his perfect cheerfulness, 
Bilney, putting his hand into the flame of the 
candle, as he had often done before, replied, 
“TI feel, by experience, that the fire is hot, 
yet I am persuaded by God’s holy word, and 
by the experience of some spoken of in it, that 
in the flame they felt no heat, and in the fire 
no consumption. And I believe that though 
the stubble of my body shall be wasted, yet 
my soul shall thereby be purged; and that 
after short pain, joy unspeakable shall follow.” 
With like serenity, on his way to the stake, he 
remarked, “ When the mariner undertakes a 
voyage, he is tossed on the billows of the 
troubled seas; yet, in the midst of all, he bear- 
eth up his spirits with this consideration, that 
ere long he shall come into his quiet harbour ; 
so, added he, I am now sailing upon the 
troubled sea, but ere long my ship shall be in 
a quiet harbour. I doubt not but through the 
grace of God, I shall endure the storm ; only 
I would entreat you to help me in your pray- 


ers.” His friend, Dr. Warner, who had ac- 
companied him to prison, and to the stake, in 
taking his last leave of his beloved friend, was 
so much affected that he could say but little 
Bilney accosted him with a 


for his tears. 


it is hard to say, whether they convey more | tions and friends; that they who have been 
eye-witnesses, may also have been partakers 
Master: “ Feed your flock, feed your flock ;| with thee of that tranquil and peaceful resig- 
that the Lord when he cometh may find you) nation of mind, which sheds a lustre conso- 
so doing.” His afflicted friend could make no | ling, comforting, and animating to all within 
answer, but retired from the awful scene over-|its sphere. It is this that designates the true 
whelmed with grief and tears, The faggots | Christian—rising with increased brightness 
were applied, and the body of the dying mar-|through the gloom of affliction, lowly and 
tyr was consumed to ashes, a. p, 1531, in the| weak in self-estimation, and poor indeed— 
reign of Henry VIII., leaving behind him | disrobed of self, and what self most delighted 
the character of distinguished piety.—Midd.|in; but ah! how rich in heavenly garb at- 
Evan. Biog. tired, and decorated with the costly gem of 
Here we have the history in a few words of | sweet humility, which has been won by keen- 
one of the noble band who suffered unto death, | est suffering, and which suffering alone can 
to make way for the acknowledgment of prin-| purchase.” 
ciples and rights which we now generally en- 
joy. But his pretended friends had well nigh 
robbed him of his peace, by inducing him to| My much esteemed Friend :—I learn by a 
relinquish the testimony which his Divine | letter to that you have lost a 
Master called upon him to bear against the| dear little child, and I do not doubt that the 
outside religion of the day. Possibly they| severing of the tie has seemed at times un- 
wished him to escape suffering, and the igno-| supportable. My sympathy is never more 





LETTER. 








miny of opposing men of wealth and high 


more good by falling in with the popular cur- 
rent. But it is dangerous to tamper with the 


testimony which the Lord gives any one to| 
bear, and also for such to listen to the insinu- | 
After | 


ations of weak and clouded persons. 
the truth has been preached in its primitive 


integrity, men who do not fully believe, or | 
have swerved from it, may attempt, in a side- 


way manner, to introduce innovations which 
apostatised or superficial professors do not dis- 





cover, or secretly approve. ‘To assail with 


fully brought into action, than for those who 
have had such precious lambs taken from 
their arms; when thus deprived, all the ac- 
tivity, loveliness, and innocency of the child 
rushes upon the parents’ minds with renewed 
force, and the keenest sensibility is awakened. 
Perhaps I feel more for thee and thy dear 
wife, as we have a little interesting girl, (in 
our partial eyes,) whose age compares with 
thy little departed one, and my feelings recoil 
upon her. But my dear friend, thou knowest 
there is no cause to mourn on the child’s ac- 
count, she has passed through the dark vale, 


any weapon, under any pretext, the servant |(which we shall all have to pass, sooner or 
whom the Lord has commissioned to expose | later,) and gone to the arms of her Saviour, 
those innovations, and to guard his heritage | where she will never more be subject to sick- 
from their effects, is to touch his anointed, | ness, pain nor death, or any of the conflicting 
and to frustrate his gracious design. scenes of mortality. ‘Then may a sweet sere- 


For “* The Friend.” 
TRUE SOURCE OF CONSOLATION. 


nity cover your minds, and you be prepared 
to say with that afflicted servant formerly, 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 


I have lately met with the following letter, | 1 believe that resignation like this is very pre- 
written under circumstances of severe trial | cious in the Divine sight. I have known what 


and affliction, to a Friend who had recently 
lost a beloved child. I have thought the spi- 
rit in which it is written so excellent, and the 
matter so appropriate, that [ offer it for inser- 
tion in * The Friend,” under the belief that 
there are many of its readers who will derive 
comfort and consolation from its perusal. 
‘“* How mysterious,” said Daniel Wheeler, 
“to our poor finite comprehension, are the 
ways of Infinite Wisdom, to prepare and puri- 
fy us for an inheritance incorruptible and un- 
defiled and which will never fade away ! How 
difficult it is for us, in the hour of dismay and 
extremity, to distinguish that the arm of ever- 
lasting mercy is still underneath for our sup- 
port; but as humble resignation and submis- 
sion to that Holy Will which cannot err, are 
patiently sought after, the poor tossed mind 
becomes mercifully strengthened to look unto 
Him, who gave, and who hath been pleased to 
take away ; and to say in the depth of humi- 
lity—Amen: Blessed be the name of the 


Lord! This I trust has been thy sensible ex- 








it was to part with those who were very near 
and dear, and how such trials wean us from 
the things of this world: the mind, at such 
times, seems loosened from all the transient 
things of time, and can look into futurity with 
an increased desire to be prepared to join 
those who are gone. Trials of this kind, as 
well as those which originate from other 
causes, are, no doubt, designed to redeem us 
more fully from this world, that our affections 
may be placed entirely upon Him who is the 
fountain of all good, that we may be brought 
more and more near to the Divine nature, 
and be willing to endure hard things, not only 
for our own sakes, but for the cause’s sake ; 
remembering that those whom the Lord is 
mercifully preparing for His own work, he 
leads through many tribulations—I have 
sometimes thought, since the procrastinated 
and peculiar trials which have attended us, 
that parting with dear Friends was not the 
greatest trial we have to endure. The situ- 


ation in which we are placed, surpasses any 
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thing I ever had to pass through; sifted! be a bad precedent. William L. Smith, of righteous and liberal aim and design of my 
sometimes with doubts and fears, and in low| South Carolina, was in favour of the motion. memorial, with the opprobrious stigma of 
times, viewing ourselves as it were, thrown) He thought the memorial to be “ the work of fanaticism. As far as | have been capable of 
upon a lonely and desolate shore; cast out|a fanatic, to create disturbance, and cause an impartial scrutiny, I do not find any thing 
from the people of God; the faith tried as to| insurrections.” \therein contained more justly meriting so in- 
a hair’s breadth. At these seasons, the Lord| Steele, finding his motion was not likely to vidious a censure, than what may be found in 
has been pleased to move some of his servants | prevail, then modified it, so as to allow W. divers publications of Congress on the same 
to write, and administer the balm of consola- M. to withdraw his petition, in which form it subject ; some of which I have thought pro- 
tioa. Then I believe some of us could adopt | was adopted. /per to select and bring into view, beginning 
the language of the psalmist, “I waited pa-| Perceiving what had been done by Congress with the following remarkable language of the 
tiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto | in the case, Warner Mifflin prepared the association entered into the 20th of October, 
me, and heard my cry:” and again, “ When | following address to the members of that 1774 :— 

my father and my mother forsake me, then | body :— mF And therefore we do for ourselves and 
the Lord will take me up.” “ Yea, though I | ,, A Serious Expostulation with the Menbers|'*® inhabitants of the several colonies whom 
walk throngh the valley of the shadow of of the House of Representatives of the Uni-|¥° represent, firmly agree and associate under 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with ied States P the sacred ties of virtue, honour, and love of 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 1 our country, as follows :— 

My desire has not been so much to be releas-| ‘In the American Daily Advertiser, and| “ ¢ Second article.— We will neither import 
ed from suffering, as that we may be enabled | other public papers, are inserted debates of nor purchase any slaves imported after the Ist 
to endure it in the right way, and be preserved | the House of Representatives of the United|day of December next ; after which time we 
from doing a wrong thing now in this trying | States, on the 28th of November last, some) will wholly discontinue the slave-trade, and 
time. I feel that we need the prayers of our | speeches or animadversions of two or three of will neither be concerned in it ourselves, nor 
dear Friends, “that neither heights nor| the southern delegates, on the presentation of| will we hire our vessels, nor sell our commo- 
depths, principalities nor powers, things pre- | what is there styled, ‘ a paper purporting to be |dities or manfactures to those who are con- 
sent, nor things to come, may be able to sepa-|a memorial respecting the abolition of sla-| cerned in it.* 

rate us from the love of God which is in| very, which, in the opinion of the said dele-| “ * Eighth article.-—And will discountenance 
Christ Jesus.” gates, and divers others, was declared to be an | and discourage every species of extravagance 
application unconstitutional, and of mischiev-|and dissipation, especially all horse-racing, 
ous consequences, as it would only tend to ren-|and all kinds of gaming, cock-fighting, exhi- 
der the negroes unhappy, and excite them to/bitions of shows, plays, and other expensive 
insurrections in those states where they were | diversions and entertainments.’ 


most necessary to be retained; and that even : ‘ 
the publication of a fanatical memorial in the “ To the Inhabitants of the Colonies. 
newspapers, might have a fatal effect in dis-| ‘In every case of opposition by a people 


turbing the present excellent harmony of the to their rulers, or of one state to another, duty 
Union; for the people of the southern states|to Almighty God, the Creator of all, requires, 
may be led thereby to suppose, that this me-|that a true and impartial judgment be formed 
morial is before Congress, and will be dis-jof the measures leading to such opposition ; 
cussed during the present session; it is there- and of the causes by which it has been pro- 





| 


For ‘* The Friend.” 
Relics of the Past.—No. 11. 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 
outside imitations of the best actions of the best wen, will 
never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


WARNER MIFFLIN. 
(Continued from page 214.) 


Warner Mifflin gave his memorial into the 
hand of Fisher Ames to present, there being 










































then no representative from the State of Dela-| fore the more necessary to undeceive them, 
ware in the house. It was read on the 27th 
of Eleventh month, 1792. The minute of the| the entry from the journals.” 
house on the subject runs thus. “A petition! ‘* Having believed it my religious duty to 
signed by Warner Mifflin on the subject of| address that memorial to Congress, and that 
negro slavery was presented and read.” in so doing, I was really influenced by the 
The next day, John Steele, of North Caro-| catholic principle of universal good-will to 
lina, made a warm speech in reference to the | men, and sincerely desirous of promoting that 
petition. In the course of his remarks, he | excellent harmony and union, which is found- 
said, that after the law passed at New York | ed on the solid basis of impartial liberty and 
on the subject of negro slavery, he had hoped| common right, I may acknowledge it is far 
the subject would not again be brought before | from being a matter of indifference to me to 
the house, and that religious fanatics would no find, in the above-cited publication, so little 
longer think it their duty to meddle with the| regard paid to this great fundamental of the 
consciences of others, and interfere with a| public weal, by men chosen and entrusted to 
species of property they were destitute of.| fill a station so very important, who ought, 
He characterized such petitions as indecent, |and may be supposed, on a subject of so inter- 
and said, that if his constituents had desired | esting and extensive concernment, to speak 
him to present a petition, the purport of which | their real sentiments, unbiassed by any sinis- 
was to infringe the rights of others, he would|ter purpose. I have been therefore led, | 
not have done it. After remarking on the ill- | trust, by the same disinterested and Christian 
effect which would result from spreading the| motive, which induced me to make the appli- 
idea at the South, that Congress intended to| cation in question, to enter into a close self- 
take any action on the subject of slavery, he | examination and reconsideration of the tenor 
moved “ that the clerk of the house return the | of my said memorial, lest, through an un- 
memorial to Warner Mifflin, and expunge the | guarded warmth of zeal, I might have given 
minute from the journals.” Fisher Ames ex-| occasion to those not well-affected to that 
plained that he did not approve of the docu-| Divine precept and perfect rule of universal 
ment, but presented it in the absence of any | equity, enjoined by the highest authority, 
representative from Delaware. Boudinot dis-| whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
approved of the motion, he thought it might | you, do ye even so unto them*—to stamp the 
interfere with the right of petition; and to 
expunge minutes of a previous sitting would 





* Matt. vii. 31. 





by publishing the contrary, and by expunging | 


| 


voked, or can in any degree be justified, that 
neither affection on the one hand, nor resent- 
ment on the other, being permitted to give a 
wrong bias to reason, it may be enabled to 
take a dispassionate view of all circumstances, 
and to settle the public conduct on the solid 
foundations of wisdom and justice, From 
counsels thus tempered arise the purest hopes 
of the Divine favour, the firmest encourage- 
ment to the parties engaged, and the strong- 
est recommendations of their cause to the rest 
of mankind,’ &c. 


“ Address to the Inhabitants of Canada, May 
29, 1775. 


“« When hardy attempts are made to de- 
prive men of rights bestowed by the Almigh- 
ty, when avenues are cut through the most 
solemn compacts for the admission of des- 
potism.’ 


“ Declaration July 6, 1775, of the Causes 
and Necessity of Taking up Arms. 


“«« If it were possible for men who exercise 
their reason to believe, that the Divine Author 
of our existence intended a part of the human 
race to hold an absolute property in, and un- 
bounded power over others, marked out by 
Infinite goodness and wisdom as the objects of 





*“ Did not Virginia and Maryland consider this 
to be perpetual, by their assemblies passing laws ac- 
cordingly ?” 
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a legal domination, ' 
able, however severe and oppressive, the in- | Clior 
habitants of these colonies might at least/and works are good and right in the eye of} him with this important and responsible 
require from the Parliament of Great Britain, | the Lord, in the judgment of his searching, | charge. 


| 


some evidence that this dreadful authority | 
over them has been granted to that body.* 

«“ «But a reverence for our great Creator, 
principles of humanity, and the dictates of 
common sense must convince all those who 
reflect upon the subject, that government was 
instituted to promote the welfare of mankind, 
and ought to be administered for the attain- 
ment of that end. The Legislature of Great 
Britain, however, stimulated by an inordinate 
passion for power,’ &c. 


“ Second Address to the People of England, 
July 8, 1775. 


«Britains can never become the instru- 
ments of oppression, until they lose the nae 
of freedom.’ ” 





* “So may the Africans say.” 


(To be continued.) 
—_ | 
For ‘' The Friend.” 
GOOD WORKS. 

The following is transcribed from the se-| 
cond volume of Isaac Penington’s works, se- | 
cond London edition, page 212, from a chap- | 
ter entitled, “ Naked Truth, given forth by | 
way of question and answer.” Question 26th. | 


A Question and Answer concerning Good | 
Works. By \saac Pentneron. 





What are good works? 

The works that flow from God’s good Spi- | 
rit, the works that are wrought in God, they | 
are good works, The works of the new birth, | 
the new creature, are good works; whereas | 
all the works of the flesh are bad, though | 
never so finely painted. All its thoughts, | 
imaginations, willings, runnings, hunting to| 
find out God and heavenly things, with all its | 
sacrifices, are corrupt and evil, having of the | 
bad leaven of the bad nature in them. Make} 
the tree good, or its fruit can never be good ; | 


| 


so that they are only the good works that flow | 
from the good tree, from the good root. And | 
here all the works of the flesh though never 

so glorious and taking, in man’s eye, are shut 
out by God’s measure, by God’s line and| 
plummet of righteousness and true judgment ; | 
and every work of God’s spirit, the meanest 
work of faith; the least labour of true love ; 
the least shining of iife in the heart, and the 
giving up thereto, is owned by God, as coming 
from him, and wrought in him, “ who worketh | 
both to will and to do, of his own good oe 
ure.” He that is gathered to the light, which | 
God hath enlightened him with, hath received | 
the light, dwelleth in the Jight, and walketh | 
in the light; the Spirit of the living God is| 
near him, and dwelleth with him, and worketh | 
in him; and he bringeth his deeds to the 
Light, where it is manifest that they are} 
wrought in God. But he that is out of the 

inward light of God’s Holy Spirit, his works| 
are not wrought in God, and so can but make 
a fair show in the flesh, (to the fleshly eye,) but 

are not good in God’s sight. The exting | 





THE FRIEND. 


own eyes; ah! but blessed is he, whose way 





‘THE FRIEND. 


FOURTH MONTH, 6, 1844. 





We have several communications on hand, 
the insertion of which have necessarily been 
postponed to the next or a future number. 
Among these is the continuation of the inter- 
esting article, “ Ventilation of School-rooms 
and Meeting-houses,” which, when it appears, 
we hope, will be read, in connection with the 
former part, with the degree of attention its 
importance deserves. In the mean time, we 
do not know how better to dispose of a short 
communication of a kindred nature, than to 
place it here; for though it may not be thought 
practicable or expedient that it be acted upon 
in the time suggested, yet it seems to us the 
plan proposed should not be lost sight of :— 


“ Ventilation of Meeting-Houses.—F riends, 
who are generally so careful to obey the laws 
of physiology, are sadly remiss in relation to 
their places of worship ; and in none more so, 
than those on Mulberry street, where the 


which, when crowded, render them oppressive 
and unhealthy——causing many among the au- 
dience to be restless whilst there, and to retire 
with a head-ache, if not more serious indispo- 
sition. This might be remedied at a trifling 
expense, by removing the plastering from a 
portion of the ceiling joists, (say about fifty 
feet east and west, by sixteen or twenty feet 
north and south, in the centre of the ceiling,) 
between the centre girders, and replacing it 
with venetian blinds, over which venetian 
ventilators could be made in the roof, so as to 
admit of ample ventilation, even in wet weath- 
er—the whole so made as to be easily closed, 
at pleasure, by shutters in the loft. The work, 
when prepared, could be put up in two days, 
and therefcre might easily be done before the 
approaching Yearly Meeting. 
Aw Arcairect.” 
School for Boys—Germantown, Philadelphia 
County.—Under the care of Charles Jones. 


This institution, near the centre of the 
pleasant village of Germantown, a short dis- 
tance from the car office, occupying capacious, 
retired and airy buildings, is believed, from 


unerring Light and Spirit. 


never rightfully resist- | man’s way and works are often right in his/care over their moral conduct, to be enabled 


to give satisfaction to those who may entrust 


Terms per quarter, of twelve weeks, for 
boarding and tuition, (including washing,) 
thirty-five dollars, payable in advance. 

References.—Samuel B. Morris, German- 
town; Daniel B. Smith, Haverford School ; 
Charles Williams, No. 282 North Fifth 
Street. 


TRACT ASSOCIATION, 


The Depository has been removed to the 
new building, No. 84 Mulberry Street, where 
it is now open for the distribution of Tracts, 
and for the sale of books for children. The 
Association having at its late annual meeting 
authorized the Managers to proceed with the 
publication of books, suitable for the youth of 
the Society of Friends, provided a sufficient 
sum should be raised by contributions for the 
purpose, committees have been appointed 
to solicit donations for a capital to carry on 
the work. It is contemplated that not less 
than five hundred dollars will be necessary to 
furnish the means to supply such books in the 
various forms that would be desirable. The 
funds are intended to be kept distinct from 
the general accounts of the Association. 

Those Friends who may be disposed to aid 


Yearly Meetings are held, the low ceilings of in this undertaking, which it is believed will 


be productive of much benefit to children, are 
informed, that donations will be received by 
the Treasurer, John G. Hoskins, No. 50 
North Fourth Street, up stairs, and by the 
‘agent, Joseph Snowdon, at the Depository, 
| No. 84 Mulberry Street. 





HAVERFORD SCHOOL. 


The semi-annual examination will com- 
mence on Second-day, the 8th instant, and 
close on Fourth-day morning following. Pa- 
rents, and others interested in the Institution, 
are invited to attend. 

Fourth mo. 5. 


Manrnirp, at Friends’ Meeting-house, at Upper Eves- 
| ham, on the 2Ist of Third month, Winuiam Wetueritt, 
of Rancocas, Burlington county, New Jersey, to Avo- 
Lina Haines, daughter of the late Joseph Haines, of the 
former place. 





Diep, at her residence in Smithfield, Jefferson coun- 
ty, Ohio, on the 21st of the Tenth month last, Susan- 
nant Price, wife of Warrick Price, in the 78th year of 

her age. She was for several years previous to. her 
| death, subject to attacks of disease of a paralytic na- 
ture, which confined her pretty much to the house. 
Being of an affectionate disposition, she was much at- 


the well known healthfulness of the location, tached to her relations and friends; and though this 


to afford desirable advantages for those who 


notice may scem somewhat out of season, yet it was 
thought that her numerous distant friends would feel 





wish to place their children in such an insti-| an interest in knowing, that as her close drew near, she 


tution. 


appeared entirely aware of her situation, and expressed 


The course of studies pursued, embraces resignation to the Divine disposal. 


the usual branches of a general Literary and 
Mathematical education, and the Latin and 
Greek languages. 

The proprietor, possessed of the advantage 
of several years’ experience in teaching, and 
having secured the aid of a well-qualified 
assistant, hopes, by diligent attention to the 
literary pursuits of his pupils, and a guarded 





,on Sixth-day, the 29th of Third month, 1844, 
at the residence of her husband, near West Chester, 
Pa., Rest, wife of Benjamin Cope, in the 66th year of 
her age. 
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